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PREFACE. 



The following pages were written agreeably to 
a vote passed at Eastbam Camp-Meeting, August 
J4th, 1840. In consenting to their publication, the 
author has not followed the dictates of his own judg- 
ment ; he has submitted to the wish of others. 

No literary merit is claimed for this simple dis- 
course. Prepared, originally, for the people of my 
pastoral charge, amid numerous duties, nothing was 
attempted beyond a plain, succinct explanation and 
enforcement of the duty of personally laboring to win 
souls. Nothing more need be looked for in the fol- 
lowing pages 5 for the brief notes of the discourse 
have been followed, and the language of its delivery 
adhered to, as closely as the nature of the case per- 
mitted. 

With this statement the work is sent forth; with 
many earnest prayers, that the Holy Spirit will make 
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4 PREFACE. 

it the instrument of awakening many unfaithful 
feasors to the great work of saving souls from de 
Should this be accomplished, the author will be ir 
than compensated for the unkind criticism of 
cold-hearted, the worldly, and the fastidious, wfa 
its simplicity and want of literary ornament m 
elicit 

Ipswich, September, 1840. 
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PERSONAL EFFORT. 



He which eonverteth the sinner from the error 
of his way, shall save a soul from death, 
and shall hide a multitude of sins. — 
James v. 20. 

A tew words of explication are necessary 
to remove the seeming obscurities of the 
text The phrase * He which eonverteth the 
firnier,"^ obviously means, he who is the 
agent m this work; for no man, save the 
Son of man, has power on earth to convert 
a soul, or to pardon its transgressions. 

u IEde a multitude of sins? is an Old 
Testament expression, and implies all that 
is contained in gospel justification, or the 
forgiveness of sin. 

But whose soul is saved, and whose sins 
are covered ? Those of the agent in the 
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6 PERSONAL EFFORT. 

work of conversion, or those of the sinner 
who is converted ? On this question, there 
exist two opinions. One affirms that these 
blessings are secured to the agent; the 
other, that they are simply the consequents 
of conversion, and refer to the glorious 
effects secured to the sinner, converted, 
through the agency of the Christian la- 
borer. 

The latter opinion is the only scriptural 
and tenable ground : here, all is clear, 
consistent, and intelligible; while the op- 
posite position is burdened with difficulties, 
and leads to the most anti-scriptural con- 
clusions ; for, 1. If the agent in another's 
conversion save his own soul, and hide his 
own transgressions, by that agency, then is 
human nature capable of performing works 
of merit and supererogation ; for such must 
those acts be, that can be set against for- 
mer offences as an equivalent or price of % 
liquidation. 2. This opinion destroys the 
fundamental truth of evangelical Christian- 
ity. It annihilates the blessed doctrine of 
the atonement, by providing another war, 
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PERSONAL effort. 7 

save faith in Jesus, whereby we may be 
saved ; for we have only to convert a sin- 
ner, and our salvation is secured. Thus it 
lays "another foundation" for human hope 
to build upon, agreeable, we admit, to its 
native pride, but contrary to the wisdom 
of the Eternal God. These abhorrent con- 
clusions we cannot admit, and therefore 
deny the premises, and adopt the other 
view of this interesting text 

This text, then, is a simple statement of 
the great results of a sinner's conversion : 
his soul is saved from death, his multi- 
tude of sins forgiven, through the pre- 
cious blood of Jesus; and these mighty 
results are stated thus strongly to encour- 
age Christians to labor for the conversion 
of sinners. 

This text contains the doctrine of per- 
sonal effort Though not presented in 
these terms, yet it is there. It assumes 
that special effort will be made by Chris- 
tians as a matter of course, and goes on to 
present the strong encouragements to faith* 
fill exertion. He that converteth the sin~ 
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O FERSOIUX EFFORT* 

tier; not (hey who convert sinners, but .km 
who converts the sinner. What is this b»C 
special, personal action ? the labor of in* 
dividual with individual? It is this whiehi 
is here so strikingly encouraged. He who 
succeeds, does what? O soul-inspiring 
thought! he saves a soul from death! 
Let us, then, consider, 

I. The duty of making personal ef- 
forts TO PROMOTE HUMAN SALVATION. 

IL Some of the modes in which this 

DUTY MAY BE PERFORMED. 

III. The encouragements and motives 

THAT EXIST TO FAVOR THE USE OF THESE 
EFFORTS. 

L The primary question to be settled is 
that of duty. Are we, or are we not, under 
obligations to make particular efforts with 
individuals for their salvation? The an- { 
swer to this question is so clearly in the 
affirmative, that its decision by argument 
or proof seems at first sight a needless 
work. But do Christians feel it to be a 
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PERSONAL JCFFOftT. 9 

Arty? Bo they not rather consider it a 
matter they may attend to or not, as suits 
their feelings or convenience ? Have they 
the same sense of duty upon it as upon the 
subject of prayer, keeping the Sabbath, 
or paying their debts? Alas! their prac- 
tice demonstrates their indifference to its 
claims ; for where are the Christians who 
labor faithfully for souls? Look around 
you, fellow-professor, and inquire who are 
engaged in this work. Where are the 
faithful, personal-effort men and women? 
And what says your own heart upon the 
matter ? Has it not hitherto excused you, 
and left you to a state of indifference upon 
the whole question? Fatal indifference 
to you and to the church ! and never will 
either awake until both feel as much bound 
to practise personal effort, as to pray! 

The great principle involved in this Chris* 
tian duty rims like a vein of ore throughout 
the Old Testament — the book of lesser glory. 
There, nothing is more frequently taught, 
than that God expected his people to be 
his agtnts, individually as well as colk 
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10 FEK80NAL EFFORT. 

tively, in the accomplishment of his pur- 
poses. And this is the principle of the 
doctrine of personal effort. It is God's 
purpose to offer Christ to the world, and 
it is every Christian's duty to be God's 
agent in the execution of this benevolent 
purpose. And surely it may be safely in* 
ferred, that, if the lesser dispensation re- 
quired this agency, the greater does not 
dispense with it; for who pretends that 
Jehovah works less with human aid under 
this dispensation than under the former ? 

The principle, and the severity of the 
Deity in exacting it, are clearly discover- 
able in the following fearful passage. 

Judges v. 23. M Curse ye Meroz, saith 
the angel of the Lord, curse ye bitterly the 
inhabitants thereof, because they came not 
up to the help of the Lord, to the help of 
the Lord against the mighty." 

Curse ye Meroz! Curse bitterly! 
Why this horrible malediction ? What had 
Meroz done? Meroz had refused to be 
God's agent in executing his purpose! 
Her inhabitants had withheld their aid— 
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PERSONAL EFFORT. 11 

had refused to lend positive assistance. 
They had not hindered ; they did not join 
God's enemies ; they threw no obstacles in 
the way of those who did help ; and yet 
says Jehovah, Curse tliem! Curse bit- 
terly ! Why ? we ask again. " They 
came not up to the help of the Lord," is the 
alarming reply of the Holy Ghost Is not 
this horrific anathema enough to stir up 
your soul, faithless reader ? Here you re- 
cognize your own offence; for when did 
you go up to the help of the Lord ? What 
have you done for sinners ? O, l>eware, for 
God is immutable, and will punish the like 
offence with a corresponding curse ; only 
more fearful in proportion to your advan- 
tages over guilty, accursed Meroz. 

But we turn to the instructions of the 
New Testament ; and inquire of our dear 
Redeemer whether it be his will that we 
A make personal efforts to save souls. 

Matt xxii. 39. "Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself 

Here note, 1. The extent of this love — 
thy neighbor ; that is, every human being 
2 



12 PERSONAL EFFORT. 

within the reach of your influence. Christ 
has given this latitude to the word neigh- 
bor in his parable of the good Samaritan. 
2. The degree of this love is placed very 
high — as thyself. 3. It speaks of individ- 
ual affection — Thou shalt love thy neighbor ; 
not ye, generally, but thou, particularly, shalt 
love, not thy neighbors, as an undistin- 
guished whole, but thy neighbor — thy in- 
dividual neighbor. 

Can it be possible that this broad, expres- 
sive command does not require special action 
in behalf of the soul of your neighbor ? All 
admit that it most unequivocally demands 
effort for the relief of physical suffering. 
Should a family in your vicinage be desti- 
tute of bread ; should iron-souled want seize 
and bear them to the borders of a miserable 
death ; and should you, knowing their neces- 
sity, pass them unnoticed and unrelieved, 
and they perish with hunger and cold,— < 
the moral sense of the whole communi- * 
ty would pronounce you a murderer, an4 
universal condemnation and scorn would 
fell, withering, as an early frost, upon your 
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PERSONAL XTFOB.T. 13 

head. The reason is plain. Every body 
perceives that Christian morality, as taught 
in this great precept, required you to make 
efforts for the relief of the sufferers. 

But if, in such a case, personal effort is 
obviously demanded, how can we escape 
the conclusion that it is equally, yea, more 
strongly, called for in behalf of the undying 
soul ? It exists, close to our very doors, in 
a state the most ruinous and deplorable 
that human thought can imagine. It is 
mortally and grievously diseased — an aw- 
ful cloud, fully charged with divine anger s 
hangs impendingly above it — time, swift- 
winged and sure, is hurrying it to its fixed 
and final state — a terrible and unending 
bell yawns, a fearful deep, before it, and it 
is on the point of dropping into the quench- 
less fires of perdition, while we possess a 
power that may effect its rescue. Can this 
command, while it urges us to relieve the 
* physical sufferer, allow us to pass such a 
wretch without an effort for his relief? 
Does ht love his neighbor as himself, who 
stands tamely and listlessly by while he 

Digitized by G00gle 



14 PERSONAL EFFORT. 

drops into hell ? Perish the mere thought ; 
he does not, cannot love him at ail, 
much less as himself No man can pre- 
tend to keep this command without makings 
at least, an occasional effort to save such a 
perishing neighbor. Yet, fellow-professor, 
multitudes drop into hell around you daily ; 
you see them, you know their danger, and 
you make no effort to save them. Do you, 
then, keep this command? You do not. 
What then? Why, you are a sinner, and, 
as such, need repentance and pardon, as 
much as the worldly man who lives be- 
side you. 

The parable of the buried talent (Matt. 
xxv. 14 — 30) furnishes another proof of the 
obligatory nature of this work. 

If the reader will turn to this parable, he 
will find it to contain this solemn truth ; 
that it is a sin not to use our individual 
gifts for God. No other offence is charged 
upon the owner of the talent He did not 
waste, give away, or destroy it He kept it ; 
but it was in a napkin, and buried in the 
earth. For this offence, — yes, for not using 
— 



PERSONAL EFFORT. 15 

Lis talent, — he is doomed to lose it; to be 
east into outer darkness, to weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. 

In relating this parable, the Savior said 
the kingdom is like it ; that is, our duties 
and God's requirements, under the gospel 
economy, are similar to those of the king 
and his servants in that parable. How 
plainly, then, does it require a personal use 
of our talents ! How fearfully it teaches 
the consequence of neglecting their use! 
We need not waste, destroy, or give away 
our talents to insure our destruction — to 

NEGLECT THEM IS SUFFICIENT. And what 

can talents mean, unless they represent the 
power we all possess, in various degrees, 
of doing good to men's souls ? Fellow-pro- 
fesscr, read that parable, and tremble, and 
beware ! 

Many other declarations and precepts of 

the Savior might be adduced in proof of 

our point, would our limits permit; but 

one more must suffice. 

Matt. v. ia "Ye are the salt of the earth." 

These words are full and to the point* 
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16 PERSONAL EFFORT. 

Christ, speaking in a strong figure, calls 
his disciples salt — the salt op the 
earth. He means, that they are to the 
earth what salt is to meat — the agent of 
its preservation from destruction. 

This every Christian is hound to be. He 
may not choose to be salt or otherwise, as 
he may please. He is bound to be as salt 
to the world. But how is salt effectual to 
the preservation of meat? Not by keeping 
it in large masses at a distance from the 
meat, but by bringing the pcu tides of the 
salt into contact with it So each particle 
of the world's moral salt — each individual 
Christian — must come into personal con- 
tact with the beings to be preserved. He 
must exert a direct, saving influence over his 
perishing neighbor, or he cannot be as salt 
to the earth, and, consequently, not a gen- 
uine disciple; for Christ says to all his 
real followers, "Ye are the salt of the 
earth." 

We have thus shown you, fellow-Chris- 
tian, your duty, from the testimony of God. 
You cannot avoid the truth, that you are 
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PERSONAL EFFORT. 17 

bound to labor with your own tongue and 
person for human salvation. And all— 
'whether old or young, rich or poor, learned 
or illiterate — are bound to do this. No 
one can be excused here. He who excuses 
himself is an offender ; and God will deal 
with him as with the faithless servant who 
buried his talent No excuse can be suf- 
ficient No; not even the plausible one 
of paucity of talent "But," says a weak 
disciple, u I have no talent" Friend, you 
do not speak the truth. You have talent ! 
You buy, you sell, you get gain, you per- 
suade your friends to change their pur- 
poses. Thus you demonstrate that you 
possess talent enough to move mind. If 
you can do this for yourself you can for 
God ; especially as you will have his help 
in the work. Be faithful, and say if the 
fault is not more in the wUl than in the 
, talents God has given you. 

But tell me, child of one talent, why did 
Christ represent the servant with the one 
talent as the unprofitable one? Why not 
him with the ten talents ? Was there no 
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18 PERSONAL EFFORT. 

design, think yon, in this? There wa& 
He meant to show that the plea of small 
talent is unavailable ; that the neglect of 
one talent, or a hundred, is alike an offence 
to be punished with severity. The reason 
is plain ; for he who will not be faith- 
ful WITH ONE TALENT WOULD NOT BE 
WITH A HUNDRED TALENTS. He lacks the 
faithful HEART. 

Away, then, with your groundless plea . 
dp! up! for Christ's sake, up! and begin 
to do your duty. Waste not a moment 
more. Souls drop into hell while you 
frame excuses ! O, peril not their souls and 
your own too; but resolve, even now, to 
perform your duty. 

IL Some of the modes in which this 

DUTY MAY BE PERFORMED. 

1. Our conversation in private and social 
life should invariably be of a sober and in- 
structive character. 

Perhaps it is hardly proper to call this 
a mode of personal effort ; yet, as it is in- 
dispensable to success in any degree or 
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PEESONAL EFFORT. 19 

kind of personal effort, its introduction in 
this form may be permitted. 

This proposition is guardedly expressed. 
It requires only sober and instructive con- 
versation uniformly: it does not say re- 
ligiotis conversation is always to be main- 
tained. This, perhaps, is impossible, sit- 
uated as we are in society, and encum- 
bered as we are by the cares of business, 
&c. Still it must be our theme of dis- 
course whenever practicable ; but never 
should we dare to sink beneath the level 
of sobriety and instructiveness. Nor is it 
necessary that, in being sober, we sink into 
a gloomy, sour habit of expression. Chris- 
tian cheerfulness should ever smile upon 
our countenances ; for there is nothing to 
prevent the combination of sobriety and 
cheerfulness. They are friends, and will 
dwell together. 

He who would win souls must avoid all 
light, trifling, flirty, loose, or carnal conver- 
sation. He must shun it as he would a deadly 
and contagious disease. His motto must be, 

" No roora for mirth or trifling here ' n 
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20 PERSONAL EFFORT. * 

and this motto must be sacredly ob- 
served on all occasions. Let no one think 
of success in personal effort who is not 
consistent in his dairy conversation. This 
must be pure and blameless, or the most 
gigantic efforts will be worse than vanity. 
A professor may exhort like an apostle at a 
prayer-meeting, or at a private interview 
with a sinner; he may speak of the love of 
God until the heart of the hearer melts 
into water ; he may talk to sinners like a 
Wesley or a Carvosso, and then be seen 
gay as the gayest at a social party; or 
laughing with the trifler about the airy 
bubbles of the day; or talking, with the 
interest of the worldling, about his gains 
and losses ; and what will be the worth of 
his labor for souls ? His failing here, like 
those chemical substances that neutralize 
the properties of other bodies, will render 
all the rest abortive. He will harden the 
hearts of sinners, be a curse to the church, 
and become the agent of the sinner's dam- 
nation. 
Let us exhort you, therefore, dear reader, 
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PERSONAL EFFORT. 21 

rtt^to purify your conversation. Begin here. 

ri Resolve on consistency, and hereafter be 
consistent. Wherever you have erred be- 
fore, confess it, and tell your purposes for 

< • the future. Then you may enter upon the 
Work of saving souls with a fair prospect 

, of success; provided, however, (which is 
assumed to be the case,) your actions are as 
pure as your conversation. 

2. Open sin must never be tolerated in 

y our presence. 

By open sin is meant profanity, libidi- 
nous or other foul conversation, wicked jest- 
ing, &c. 

It is difficult to furnish a specific rule by 
which to determine the mode, time, and 
place of reproving open and barefaced of- 
fenders. Nor is it necessary; the Chris- 
tian must use his own best judgment on 
these points. Sometimes he will feel it 
> proper to reprove openly and at once ; at 
others, to seek privacy, and wait until the 
excited feelings of the offender are calmed 
by a few hours of reflection. But when 
open reproof is imperative, great skill and 
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22 PERSONAL EFFORT. 

kindness should be used, lest, like an in- 
experienced surgeon, we injure what weP ) 
wish to heal. The following fact is an 
example of pious skill in administering re- 
proof openly and before others. 

A minister, travelling in a stage, heard a 
gentlemanly-looking passenger swear pro- 
fanely to his companions. They were 
entire strangers, and had not spoken. 
The minister did not, therefore, break in 
abruptly to reprove the swearer, but he \ 
gradually approached his point by enter- 
ing into general conversation. The swear- 
er soon announced himself a Universalist, 
and spoke much of the goodness of God, 
and even declared that he loved* him. The 
clergyman inquired if it were a proof of 
love to treat the name of the beloved with 
disrespect He replied, "No." "How, 
then," asked the minister, " can a man love 
God, who speaks his name profanely, who ^ 
uses it disrespectfully, on the most trivial 
occasions ? " 

It need hardly be added that the swearer 
was silenced. 
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PERSONAL EFFORT. 23 

But while specific rules of universal 
•application cannot be found, the more 
general one assumed should be conscien- 
tiously observed. Open sin should never 
be tolerated. However and wherever we 
may choose to reprove it, we should not 
imitate those coward souls, who, wearing 
the name of Jesus, cringingly smile while • 
their impious neighbor pours out his filthy 
strain of polluted talk in their ears. O, 
shame on that professor who smiles then, 
* and thus virtually approves the crime! 
Nor should we ever suffer a profane or 
filthy word spoken to us to pass unrebuked. 
That is an insult to our holy profession, and 
demands an instant reproof. Let us never 
tolerate open sin. 

3. We should converse with our acquaint- 
ances and friends upon the subject of personal 
and experimental piety. 

This is the soul of personal effort — the 
thing itself. Nothing can be substituted 
for it Exhortation in public will not do ; 
that is, general effort, not particular. We 
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24 PERSONAL EFFORT. 

must talk to the man about his soul and his 
prospects for eternity. 

This direct labor for souls includes not 
merely conversation with sinners, but with 
backsliders and fellow-professors. It re- 
quires solemn warnings and entreaties with 
the sinner, faithful and constant labor with 
the backslider, and much spiritual conver- 
sation with the believer. Being faithful 
with one class will not suffice ; the Christian 
owes a duty to all classes, and he perils his 
soul if he neglect either. 

The time, the place, the frequency, and 
the persons with whom we should thus 
strive, must be decided by the circumstan- 
ces and opportunities of every individual. 
The thing itself he ought to do — yea, he 
must do ; and having resolved on this, he 
must do it so as to have a conscience void 
of offence towards God and man. 

Nor must this great work be done in a 
slight or careless manner. Merely talking ^ 
about religion, and going round the sinner's 
heart, will not do. He may be damned 
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PERSONAL EFFORT. 25 

under that very effort We must talk re- 
ligion. It must glisten in our eyes, shine 
in our faces, and burn upon our tongues. 
We must appeal to his heart, and assault it 
with the truths of Heaven and Hell, Death 
and Judgment, Wrath and Love. He must 
be plied with every class of truths, through 
every avenue of feeling, like some be- 
leaguered fort, until he yields himself, the 
conquered of the Lord. 

No means for human salvation is more 
effectual than this. Jt brings God's word 
home to the offender's heart In public, he 
is one of many auditors; here, he is the 
only one. Every word you say falls on his 
understanding, and it will make him think 
as nothing else will. 

It also confirms him in the truth of those 
public expressions of regard for his soul 
he hears from the church. When he be- 
holds a gathering of professors, weeping 
and praying for sinners, and then sees 
them, day after day, totally unconcerned, 
talking, laughing, and jesting with him, and 
manifesting none of the deep feeling they 
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26 PERSONAL EFFORT. 

exhibited in the meeting-house or vestry, 
he naturally infers, that they are hypocrites, 
or that this excitement in public is the re- 
sult of habit He doubts their sincerity^ 
and, reasoning away his fears, he stumbles 
into desperate unbelief, and ultimately sinks 
into perdition ! 

But let him see Christians carry out 
their meeting-house and vestry feelings in 
private entreaties, — let him see that con- 
cern and feeling for sinners existing in 
them, and following him at every step, — 
and he is convinced of their sincerity ; the 
truth they speak has its full force upon his 
soul, and he must be more than man if he 
long resist his convictions. By this mode, 
we also bring the influence of the social 
affections into the work of God. This is 
the most powerful of all merely human in- 
fluences. He who has another's love has 
command of the helm of his soul. He can 
do much in forming his character or chan- 
ging his purposes. And all have acquired 
this powe>* in a greater or less degree. 
The parent has it over the child ; brother 
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PERSONAL EFFORT. 27 

and sister over brother and sister; hus- 
band and wife over each other ; and friend 
over friend ; in short, it is possessed in all 
the social relations of life. When, there- 
fore, we engage in personal labor for souls, 
wo bring this almost resistless influence to 
our aid. The mother brings all a mother's 
influence to bear for God. How immensely 
powerful is that influence! What child 
could long resist a weeping mother's en- 
treaties ? Scarcely a child of pious parents 
need grow up out of Christ, if Christian 
mothers would only use this influence 
for God. The same remark may be made, 
and the same question asked, of all the other 
social relations, with some small qualifica- 
tions. Let this work, then, be engaged in, 
and the wonder-working influence of the 
affections will be engaged in the cause of 
God. Let it be neglected, and those affec- 
tions, with all their power, are utterly lost 
to Christ and his church. 

This persona] application of religious 
truth (as indeed should all other modes of 
action) should ever be made in the spirit 
3 
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of un mingled kindness. No harshness in 
language, no seventy in the looks, no dic- 
tation in manner, should he indulged in. 
These will surely close up the avenues to 
the heart, as the winter frost seals the 
babbling brooks. Not that the most aw- 
ful truths are not to be told. This may be 
done, yea, should be done ; but done in the 
affecting manner of Jesus, when he foretold 
the ruin of the beauteous temple and city 
of Zion. He did it with throbbing heart 
and gushing eye. Thus should we plead 
with sinners. Love and kindness must 
beam from our countenances, and warm 
the^&xpressions of our tongue. Personal 
effort, made in such a spirit and persevered 
in, can hardly fail of success. 

4. We should anxiously seek out the serious, 
and lead them to Christ. 

God's word often does wonderful execu- 
tion when Christians are unconscious of its \ 
effect Sinners feel it and tremble. Feeble 
purposes are formed, that might be nour- 
ished into an unbending purpose, and ren- 
dered productive of decided piety. But 
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they leave the meeting unnoticed by the 
Christian; they mingle with the thought- 
less, and their convictions fade like the 
misty breath on the mountain's brow. 
This is a common case j and perhaps there 
is scarcely a congregation, favored with a 
spiritual and faithful preacher, but has such 
cases every Sabbath. If so, — and who can 
doubt it ? — how many souls are constantly 
perishing by neglect ! 

It should be our object to prevent this ; 
and a word or an exhortation may do it 
Here is an example. A youth, known to 
the writer, was convinced and brought low 
by the silent agency of the Spirit of God. 
No human being knew his feelings. He 
feared to tell them. For many days he 
stifled them. They began to die, when 
an old acquaintance, observing his unusual- 
ly serious appearance at a meeting, sought 
^ him out, questioned him, and learned the 
state of his feelings. He encouraged him, 
introduced him to Christian society as a 
seeker, and he soon found the grace of 
God. That youth is now a minister of 
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Jesus Christ; while, hut for that Chris- 
tian's effort, he had doubtless lost his con- ^ 
victions, and perhaps his soul. How im- 
portant, then, that we watch for serious 
souls! Never should a convicted person 
escape the observant gaze of the faithful 
Christian. 

5. The gift or loan of books and tracts, and 
the writing of letters, are also valuable modes 
of personal effort. 

The amount of good accomplished by 
these means is incalculable. Thousands ' 
have been brought to Jesus by their use. 
The expense of purchasing books and 
tracts, or the time required to write letters, 
should be no objection ; for what are a few 
paltry dollars, or a few hours of time, com- 
pared with the salvation of an immortal 
soul ? Can money or time be spent to no- 
bler purpose than to aid in the lofty work 
of the world's redemption ? O no ! 

But these modes are so obviously adapted 
to be useful, and facts demonstrating their 
success are so abundant, that we suppose 
their bare mention is sufficient 
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6. Individuals who neglect pubKc worship, 
prayer-meetings, fyc^ should be invited to at- 
tend. 

How seldom is this simple means of use- 
fulness employed! Christiana pass the 
loitering Sabbath-breaker as indifferently 
as though he possessed no undying spirit ; 
when an invitation, kindly given, might 
lead him to visit God's house, and end in 
his conversion. A professor once asked a 
thoughtless young man to attend a Method- 
ist meeting. He did; the truth fastened 
on his guilty soul ; he became a Christian, 
and is now an honored member of an an- 
nual conference. Without that invitation, 
he might have perished in his sins. It 
is so with others. However apparently 
hopeless, Christians should not neglect 
them, and thus leave them to say, M Ab 
man cared for my soul ! n 

Other modes of personal effort might be 
suggested ; but, having mentioned the more 
striking and important, we leave the active 
Christian to devise others, as circumstances 
may call for their adoption. But, whether 
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these or other modes be engaged in, it 
must be done with the broad banner oi* 
Perseverance floating in the breeze. 
One ray of solar heat does not melt the 
massive jceberg ; neither will one effort, 
usually, save a soul; but as ray succeeds 
ray in its attack on the frozen mass, so 
must effort succeed effort, conversation 
succeed conversation, tract succeed tract, 

UNTIL THE WORK IS DONE ! When VOU 

begin to labor with a sinner, my brother, 
you must calculate on being success- 
ful! With this intent, commence jour 
holy operations. The heart may hold out 
for days, or weeks, yea, even for months 
and years ; but persevere, and cease your 
labor only with the death or conversion of 
the sinner ; unless, indeed, he be a gospel 
swine, and " turn and rend you." In that 
case you may desist ; but beware how you 
pronounce him one of those of whom the 
Savior says, "Cast not your pearls before 
twine." 

Deep, constant, fervent prayer for the 
individual must also accompany your eft 
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forts. Let none think, nay, nor even dream, 
of much success without this. You are 
God's agent, doing his work ; and his aid 
is indispensable. To obtain it, you must 
be much in prayer. 

Would to God the church was engaged 
in this blessed work ! Would to God that 
you were engaged in it, my brother ! Were 
the church generally employed thus, how 
would religion prosper and triumph ! Mil- 
lions now slipping into hell would be 
saved; Zion would flourish like the ma- 
jestic cedars of ancient Lebanon ; revival 
would be perpetual, the kingdom of the 
glorious Mediator established, and Heaven 
dwell among the children of men. Great 
Head of the Church, breathe, O breathe 
this spirit of holy labor into thy disciples ! 
Blessed Master, lead thy willing servants on ! 

JIL The encouragements and motives 

THAT EXIST TO FAVOR THE ADOPTION OF 
PERSONAL EFFORT. 

1. Its happy effects upon our own personal 
piety. > 
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It is a divine axiom that "He who 
watereth others shall be watered also him- 
self." This is the promise of our heavenly 
Father, and is of itself a sufficient en- 
couragement Whether we succeed or 
not, the reward is sure. The promise is 
not to him that produceth, but to him that 
watereth ; and, though our labors become the 
u savor of death " to the obstinate sinner, 
we shall not be unrewarded ; for we shall 
be watered in the very act of pleading with 
others. Such is the promise of God. 

Indeed, the nature of the work itself 
secures us its beneficial results. It is a law 
of mind, that attempts to awaken an in- 
terest in another, excite a more vivid in- 
terest on the same theme in his bosom 
who makes the attempt Every-day life 
affords ample illustration of this truth. 
See the politician ; how fiery ! how ardent ! 
how untiring his labors! His whole 
soul is absorbed in the promotion of his 
political views. From what altar does he 
derive that glowing fire? What mystic 
agency keeps him so zealous in the work? 
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It is personal effort ! Every fresh attempt 
to make a convert pours oil on the flames' 
of his zea). It is so with religious effort. 
The law of mind is the same on this, as on 
other themes; and it is impossible to en- 
deavor to awaken others, without becom- 
ing more engaged ourselves. The reader's 
experience confirms this remark. How 
often have you, even when partially back- 
slidden, been forced, by a call to a sick bed, 
or to see an awakened sinner, to make per- 
sonal effort with some poor, guilty soul! 
Dragged thither, by stern necessity you 
languidly entered upon the work. A few 
cold questions, at first, have drawn out 
either the indifference or agony of the vic- 
tim of sin. Suddenly, burning thoughts 
of his danger have entered like iron into 
your soul, and, effectually aroused, you 
liave plead your Master's cause with an 
energy surprising to yourself. When you 
returned, it was with a chastened spirit, 
and with high purposes of greater devotion 
to God. 
But how great would be the effects of 
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personal labor, did we constantly perform 
it with prayer and feeling! Constant 
views of our insufficiency would humble 
us; the guilt and danger of the sinner 
would remind* us of the hole of the pit 
whence we were dug, and excite our unceas- 
ing gratitude for our deliverance ; our re- 
marks on his danger and his remedy would 
keep alive our own hopes and fears ; preach- 
ing Christ to the "lost" would swell our 
bosoms with the precious love we offered 
them ; conversation with believers of high 
attainments would instigate us to know 
more of the heights and depths of redeem- 
ing love; while an ever-living desire to 
win the souls we labored for, would lead 
us to faithfully watch our lips and lives, 
lest, in any way, our influence over sinners 
should be nullified by our misconduct 

Would you, dear reader, gain eminence 
in piety ? Would you maintain a constancy 
of joy ? Would you secure the piety you 
already possess? Then use personal ef- 
fort. Fail not of this ; for by its neglect 
many are weak and sickly ; their piety is 
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a drooping flower, wasting its little sweet- 
ness, and sinking to decay ; their influence 
in the church is small, their usefulness in 
the world nothing! Therefore awake! 
Up ! for thy soul's sake, up ! drooping be- 
liever, and engage in this hallowed work, 
or your piety will dwindle into cold, hollow- 
hearted formality. But enter upon this, 
thy long-neglected duty, and a rapid growth 
of soul, glowing affections, a practical 
zeal, and a sanctified heart, will soon be 
thine. 

2. The high gratification and honor which 
result both here and hereafter. 

The human heart has few feelings more 
delightful than those excited by the flow 
of the "milk of human kindness." How 
exquisite are its emotions while contempla- 
ting an object it has relieved! He who, 
with peril or toil, has rescued a wretch 
from death, feels an unutterable swell of 
soul whenever he beholds or thinks of the 
poor unfortunate. But how ineffably de- 
lightful — how . infinitely higher are the 
emotions of him who looks upon a •soul 
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he was the agent in saving from eternal 
death ! They are indescribably sweet 

But in eternity! O, in eternity, what 
will be the gratification of the useful soul, 
to see himself surrounded by redeemed 
spirits, who attribute their awakening and 
conversion to his agency ! To attempt its 
description would be worse than folly; 
it is above the power of mortal conception. 
But we can experience it Reader, will you ? 

The honor resulting from this work 
should not be overlooked, since God has 
thought it worthy of noticed 

"And they" (says the prophet Daniel, 
xii. 3.) "that be wise shall shine as the 
brightness of the firmament, and they that 
turn many to righteousness as the stars 
forever and ever." 

Here is God's pledge for our ample re- 
ward. "Shall shine as the stars" Sweet 
promise ! to be one of the brightly-shining 
ones in the heavenly constellation — to be 
so filled with the glory of Jehovah as to 
attract admiration and honor from the mil- 
lionsTormiqg the celestial hosts! Lord, it 
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is enough. I will labor to turn many to 
righteousness. 

By winning souls to Christ, we promote 
the glory of God and of the church. We 
thus add to the beauty and adornments of 
the bride of our Master; and, having been 
agents in fitting ber for her final and trium- 
phant alliance with her glorified Bride- 
groom, we shall likewise participate in the 
honor of her union. Labor on, then, O 
Christian ; and though despised by the 
proud, the thoughtless, and the gay, yet 
Jehovah will honor thee in the day of his 
glory. 

3. The almost infallible certainty of success. 

There are two agencies to be relied upon 
in this work — the power of moral suasion, 
and the influence of the Spirit of God. 

In the human mind, there is a disposition 
to yield to suasion. While force or threats 
will excite its opposition, even to the in- 
flexibility of iron, suasion will render it 
pliant as the willow bough that hangs 
droopingly above the stream. There is 
scarcely a page of history but exhibits its 
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power. What was it that cost the great 
antagonist of Ceesar — the unhappy Pompey 
— the supremacy of the Roman empire? 
It was the power of suasion! His own 
judgment told him the fatal consequences 
of a battle ; but the constant entreaties of 
his officers and advisers overcame or 
silenced his convictions. He hazarded a 
battle, and his visions of conquest faded 
forever. This is only a specimen of that 
power. Facts, in number and weight suf- 
ficient to demonstrate the almost omnipo- 
tent power of moral suasion, might be ad- 
duced, would our limits and object permit 
It is on this power you are to rely, dear 
reader, in your attempts to convert a soul. 
You must assume that the sinner's mind, 
from its constitution, will yield, if perse- 
veringly plied with argument and entreaty ; 
and in this work, above all others, you 
will have the efficient auxiliaryship of con- 
science. She will be encouraged, by your 
appeals, to creep from her hiding-place, 
and resume her wonted work. She will 
approve your testimony while you speak; 
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and will subsequently use your remarks as 
stings and goads to urge him to compli- 
ance. 

But your main reliance must be on the 
Spirit of God. He must give clearness, 
force, and life, to the truth, or you can do 
nothing. This he stands pledged to do, 
by the promise of Jesus Christ — u I will 
send the Comforter, and when he is come, 
he will convince the world of sin." 

With such mighty aids, who can fail of 
success? It is scarcely possible to fail! 
We do not say you cannot fail ; but while it 
is possible, it is hardly probable, that you will 
fail, with such agencies to combine with 
your own. 

Do you reply, "But I have failed"? 
Why did you fail ? Of what nature were 
those efforts that produced no effect? 
Were they persevering, prayerful, earnest 
entreaties? Or were they occasional, 
brief, unfeeling, prayerless remarks about 
the soul ? How could you think of success 
from such labors? 

Who ever knew of a case of genuine, 
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prayerful, earnest personal effort, made by 
a person of consistent life, that failed of 
success ? That such cases have been, and 
may be, is admitted ; but it is also contended 
that they rarely occur. 

Would our limits suffer it, many in- 
stances of success might be inserted for 
the encouragement of others; but the 
reader must be satisfied with one, and for 
more, let him consult the lives of Wesley, 
Carvosso, Rogers, Bradbtirn, Bramwell, or 
any of the early Methodist preachers, who 
were all personal-effort men, and whose 
memoirs furnish many striking instances 
of remarkable success. 

When the devoted Carvosso was at 
Ponsanooth, (Eng.,) he heard of a young 
and beautiful consumptive, unconverted, 
and on the point of death. He called, and 
she refused to see him. Nothing discour- 
aged, he called again, and found her up, 
and looking exceedingly pale and deathly. 
He asked her if she believed there was 
a God. 

She answered, "Yes." 
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"And do you believe," continued the 
faoly man, "that he knows the secret 
thoughts of your heart ? " 

"Yes." 

" But do you think you have ever sinned 
against this God?" 

<*0 yes," was her •cold, indifferent reply. 

" And now are you willing to die in your 
present state of mind ? " 

She confessed she was not; and then 
Mr. Carvosso preached Christ to her until 
she wept He prayed with her, and de- 
parted. The next day, he saw her again, 
and her heart was very tender : he talked 
and prayed with her, and her distress in- 
creased. Four days afterwards, she found 
peace in believing ; and shortly after died 
happy in the Lord. 

Here is a striking case of success — a 
soul saved entirely by personal effort 
Without it, she might have been in hell. 
And O, how many of your neighbors are 
perishing, and will surely be damned, with- 
out such effort from you ! Christian, you 
may prevent their ruin ! As you value the 
4 
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andying soul — as you hope for salvation 
yourself — go to laboring with sinners. 
Tarry not until you feel better. Begin 
at once. Select a case or two, and, having 
prayed for God's accompanying blessing, 
visit them, and by God's grace cease not 
your labors until they are converted. 

4. The love of Christ should constrain us. 

"The love of Christ constraineth 118," 
said the self-devoted Paul. And how 
powerfully it constrained him ! It led him 
over mountain and vale, through storm 
and tempest, over land and sea, to cky 
and village, among friends and foes, be- 
fore beggars and emperors, and even to a 
martyr's fete \ What was the mighty tal- 
isman that bore the heroic apostle through 
his fiery troubles ? It was the constraining 
love of Christ ! What pillowed his head 
in the desert and in the prison? The love 
of Christ! What comforted him among 
false brethren ? The love of Christ ! What 
filled his noble soul with peace and joy 
when the axe waited to drink his blood ? 
The love of Christ ! That was the strength 
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of his soul. His song in weariness and 
woe was, "The love of Christ constrain- 
ed! me." 

And should not this love constrain us to 
perform the will of Christ? What are 
our pretensions to piety without the pos- 
session of this constraining affection? 
Who, with this love, could forbear to 
labor for souls ? It is the will of Christ, 
that we win souls to him. Enough ; if we 
love him, we shall do it 

Let this love then constrain you, fellow- 
Christian, to enter freely upon the work 
of personal effort Be a co-worker with 
your Lord. He reigns to conquer the 
world to himself. For this his soul 
travails. For this he pleads at the me- 
diatorial throne. He expects your agency 
in this work. If you love him, he will 
have it; for small indeed must be the 
degree of that love that will not constrain 
obedience to the warmest wish of the 
Savior's heart. 

Should you be fearful, weary, and dis- 
couraged in this work, an application to 
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Christ will inspire you anew. A sight of 
his personal humiliation, sufferings, jour- 
neys, toils, pains, agonies, and groans, for 
you, will constrain you to bear contumely, 
neglect, and weariness, for him* Plunge 
deep, therefore, O disciple of Jesus, into 
your Master's love, and the work of per- 
sonal effort will be easy and delightful. 

5. It is our duty. 

The Christian professes to make God's 
tvill his law. We have shown that his 
will requires personal efforts for human 
salvation. The question, then, is settled in 
the mind of every genuine Christian. He 
must make such effort He can neither 
dare nor wish to neglect it To do so is 
to peril his soul. Here, then, is motive 
enough. God wills it Before this motive 
every follower of God will bow, and, if here- 
tofore neglectful, he will repent of his for* 
mer omissions, and commence a faithful 
observance of his duty. 

We may learn from this subject — 

1. Why so many backslider* linger around 
our attars* 
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These, who are found in every congre- 
gation, once ran well. They promised 
much to the church, but, alas I soon be- 
came rt wells without water." Why? We 
respond that, in numerous instances, it 
may be traced to want of religious effort— 
a neglect of active labor for souls. Had 
this been faithfully done, would their 
hearts have grown cold, worldly, and un- 
believing? No! They would still have 
Jieen in the church, happy and usefuL 
Would you, then, weak believer, avoid 
backsliding? Do your duty in personal 
labor for souls. 

' 2. fVe learn why so many art barren and 
»iddy in the church. 

How frequently do we hear the pitiful 
cry o^ "O my leanness! my leanness!" 
From whom comes that cry? From the 
working disciple? O no! He has joys 
to express, and wonderful displays of grace 
to make known. It comes from the idle 
disciple, who does next to nothing in 
laboring with sinners. He is always com- 
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plaining of his want of love and zeal. No 
wonder. God cannot bless bun. He is ) 
guilty of sin. He neglects a plain, evident, 
important duty. Would he perform this, his 
soul would soon feast on the fat things of 
the covenant; he would be happy, healthy, 
and fruitful. O complaining disciple, be- 
ware! See to it that this long-forgotten 
work is done. 

3. We learn how a perpetual revival may 
be secured to the church, s 

The prosperity of the church is now ^ 
occasional and spasmodic. She lies sickly 
ond drooping for months, and then, as if 
roused by some wonderful stimulant, starts 
up, puts on her energies, and accomplishes 
wonders for a few weeks, and then — sleeps 
again. 

This is wrong. It is wicked. It is won- 
derful that God does not disown and de- 
stroy the church for such inconsistency. ^ 
She ought — she might always accomplish 
what she does now, during her periodical 
excitements. The means of doing so lies 
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within her grasp. It is personal effort 
This would always keep members awake ; 
and then sinners would always feel, and 
be constantly yielding. Not a week would 
|,ass without fresh trophies of the Savior's 
victories. The cry of, " Revive thy work," 
would become obsolete ; for the work 
would not die, and consequently not need 
reviving. It would Hay revived. God would 
be glorified, and the reign of Christ soon 
become universal. 

Fellow-Christian, God holds you individ- 
ually responsible for your f>art in bringing 
about this desirable state of things. He 
will judge you for your unfaithfulness, irre- 
spective of the obedience or disobedience 
of others. He expects you to do what you 
can — now — to stay revived — to con- 
stantly labor in the work of redemption. 
Will you do it ? By the mercies of God 
— by the value of immortal souls — by the 
judgments of the great day — by the love 
of Christ* we beseech you to commence 
now — yes, now? without a moment's delay. 
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Let your solemn purpose now be registered 
in heaven ; and may the God of peace sanc- 
tify and strengthen you for the work. 
Amen and Amen. 



END. 
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